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In today’s global business world, transporting 

goods near and far is part of every business 

that makes or distributes products. For large 

orders or large bulky items, parcel delivery ser-

vices are not the answer — these items are con-

sidered freight and must be delivered by truck. 

The upcoming release of 

StarShip v10 adds function-

ality that allows you to auto-

mate the time-consuming 

process of freight shipping. 

The new StarShip 

Freight module handles 

larger shipments in two cat-

egories: Truckload (TL) and 

Less-than-Truckload (LTL).

LTL is ideal for ship-

ments between 100 and 

15,000 pounds. LTL works 

well for odd shaped and sized 

items as well. All the same 

service options offered by 

small package carriers are 

available, along with some additional services. 

If you’ve only shipped via small package carri-

ers such as UPS or FedEx Ground, you may find 

you can save money by using LTL for larger ship-

ments of more than 100 pounds. 

Let’s learn more about the new StarShip 

Freight module.

StarShip Freight
The new StarShip Freight module handles every-

thing you need to be able to ship a partial or full 

truckload — from rate shopping for freight carriers, 

to document printing and billing — all from a sin-

gle powerful screen.

User-Friendly
Interface

With StarShip Freight, data 

entry for your shipments takes 

place within the StarShip user 

interface, rather than in Sage 

MAS 90 ERP. This provides 

one central location from 

which to conduct all your 

shipping activity. 

Handy tabs on the Star-

Ship Freight screen give you 

quick access to all the func-

tions and to Sage MAS 90. 

From the Shipment tab 

you can see several views of 

the items in the shipment. 

One view, the Bill Of Lading view, shows you how 

the information will appear on the printed Bill of 

Lading (BOL) form.

From the MAS 90 tab, you can select one 

or more Sage MAS 90 sales orders from a drop-

down list. If you have more than one Sage MAS 90 

company set up, you can select a sales order from 

any of your companies from the list.

LTL (Less-Than-Truckload) shipping is 
a good option for shipments over 100 

pounds.

Sage Software, Inc. recently 

sponsored a white paper enti-

tled Growing Pains, Expansion 

Strategies for Small Firms. The 

white paper was developed by 

The Economist Intelligence Unit, 

and covers diverse topics from 

developing profitable custom-

ers to appropriate use of tech-

nology. The paper is available at 

www.sagesoftware.com/news-

room/pdf/expansion_small_

firms.pdf
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StarShip Freight Module Expands Shipping Options continued

From tabs on the StarShip Freight screen 

you can display the item detail from the origi-

nal order and you can place items into boxes 

and onto pallets, you can even assign lot and 

serial numbers right from this screen.

Gets The Best Rate
One of the most time-consuming tasks when 

shipping via truck is calling the various car-

riers for rate quotes. StarShip has partnered 

with Freightquote.com® so you can quickly 

obtain the best possible rate. There are no 

setup or transaction fees, and as an added 

benefit you can track the status of your ship-

ments online.

Use the Quote tab and the system shops 

for rates for you from more than 50 of the 

top national and regional carriers.

Prints Required Documents
StarShip can automatically print all the 

paperwork required for the shipment using 

data drawn from Sage MAS 90. It can print both 

package and pallet labels, and the required Bill 

of Lading (BOL) document.

The Bill of Lading is a legal document 

required when shipping freight by truck, and 

it is used by freight carriers to track the transit 

of goods. It contains: header information such 

as ship-from, ship-to, and bill-to addresses; and 

item information such as weight and class. 

StarShip supports the printing of two types 

of Bills of Lading: the Straight format, and the 

VICS (Voluntary Interindustry Commerce 

Standards) format. The VICS Bill of Lading 

document, commonly required in the retail 

industry, was created to establish a uniform 

format and to facilitate EDI (Electronic Data 

Interchange) transmission of BOL data.

When you have completed the transaction, 

StarShip Freight prints the invoice and updates 

the Sage MAS 90 system.

Flexible Options
For customers who have exist-

ing relationships with LTL car-

riers and/or third-party logis-

tics companies, you can still use 

StarShip Freight. StarShip will 

retrieve the item information from 

Sage MAS 90 in order to produce 

the BOL, print package and pal-

let labels, and create the invoice. 

StarShip provides for setup of a 

third-party logistics company, and 

will print the associated informa-

tion on the BOL as well. 

StarShip Freight also sup-

ports sending more than one Sage 

MAS 90 order in an LTL shipment. Both order 

numbers appear on the BOL. When StarShip 

creates the invoices for the orders in Sage 

MAS 90, it divides the freight amount equally 

between the orders in that shipment.

Give us a call if you are interested in explor-

ing whether LTL shipping with StarShip Freight 

is right for your organization.� 

The StarShip Freight Module Packaging Screen allows you to place items 
in boxes, boxes on a pallet, and specify pallet dimensions.

Tips & Tricks

When using Sage MAS 90 or 200 4.1 linked to ACT! by Sage with the 

new ACT! Link, you may find you need to create matching contact 

records in one application or the other, after the initial accounting link has 

been established. The following procedures explain how to accomplish 

this. Use the first set of steps if you have contacts in ACT! by Sage that you 

want to add to Sage MAS 90 or 200. Use the second set of steps if you have 

contacts in Sage MAS 90 or 200 that you want to add to ACT! by Sage.

Creating Sage MAS 90 Contacts From ACT! Contact Records
1.	 Open ACT!, click the Companies button, and select the appropriate 

company.

2.	 Click the Accounting Links tab. From the Record Owner drop-down 

box, select ACT!

3.	 Click the Contacts tab, and click the Add/Remove contacts button. 

4.	 Click the Contacts button, and click the New Contact button. 

5.	 Enter all required fields, and click OK, three times. 

6.	 Open Tools/ACT! Link to MAS 90/Refresh Current Company. 

Creating ACT! Contacts From Sage MAS 90 Contact Records
1.	 Open ACT! by Sage, click the Companies button, and select the 

appropriate company. 

2.	 Click the Accounting Links tab. From the Record Owner drop-down 

box, select MAS 90.

3.	 In Sage MAS 90 or 200, open Accounts Receivable/Main/Customer 

Maintenance, and select the customer for which you want to create 

ACT! contact records. 

4.	 Click on the Contacts button and create a contact. 

5.	 Click the Accept button twice. 

6.	 In ACT!, open Tools/ACT! Link to MAS 90/ Update/Load Companies. 

7.	 Check the Select check box for the appropriate company. 

8.	 Click the Accept button. 

The new contact is copied into the linked ACT! by Sage company’s con-

tact file, and the required key fields from the contact are copied into the 

ACT! contact record to establish the contact link record.�  
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